Dear God – Creator of all things – may we offer our thanks, thanksgiving, gratitude, and moments
of joy, no matter how fleeting –
May our hearts swell in thanks…
For friends nearby and far away – the ones we can hold hands with and the ones we label as
friends on social media.
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For moments of blue sky, so brilliant against the colors of gold and red and green, and the bare
November branches that lean towards gray.
For a candle lit in prayer, the real flame and the best a battery can offer.
For hairstylists and barbers, we know and trust, their hands massaging and scissors styling.
For whatever fall treat that makes us smile.
For our God who created us and His son Jesus who saves us and His Holy Spirit who wraps us in
comfort and sometimes gives a little, or big nudge.
For shoes and socks and warm clothes blanketing us against unforgiving November winds.
For children or grandchildren, ours or observed – with turkeys made out of handprints and
construction paper going gobble gobble gobble.
For the saints in our lives, the ones we can see and the ones we remember.
For the pets, we love to hold and pet, soothing them… but mostly ourselves with their
unconditional love.
For Lay Leaders and Worship Leaders, Small Group Leaders (youth and adult), for the quiet
ones, and the out loud ones.
For the ability to love, to forgive, to stay connected across the miles and across the years.
For the best of the past and the future to come – a day, a minute, a lifetime.
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We thank you, O Lord, for these and for much. We ask for your help as we endeavor to welcome,
gather, grow, and share all that we have and all that we are. Amen, and the Peace of Christ to
you each and all.

Pastor Cathy
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CHURCH NEWS
Many of you know that I am a Certified Lay Minister here at
Pendleton Center United Methodist Church. PCUMC, as we often call
it, is part of the connectional church in the Niagara Frontier
District, which is part of the Upper New York Conference in the
Northeast Jurisdiction of the Global United Methodist Church.
What many of you may not know is that every year the clergy in our
conference, as well as an equal number of laity, gather for our
Upper New York Annual Conference. This is when we take care of
the business of our conference. We vote on the budget, elect
members of the various Conference and District teams, vote on
rules of the conference, as well as many other “business” items.
Every four years, the General Conference and the Jurisdictional
Conferences meet. At General Conference, delegates from all over
the globe gather together to discuss and vote on proposed changes
to the rules of the United Methodist Church. All of these rules are
put together in what is called “The Book of Discipline.”
At Jurisdictional Conference, the delegates interview and elect
Ordained Elders who have been lifted up by their Annual Conference
as Episcopal Candidate (the office of Bishop). The delegates also
take care of Jurisdictional business similar to that of the Annual
Conference business. This should have happened in 2020, but as I’m
sure you all know, the pandemic caused the postponement of both.
The Upper New York Annual Conference elects and sends 14 people
to General Conference. Five each laity and clergy as full delegates
and two as reserve delegates. After these delegates are elected, we
then elect delegates to Jurisdictional Conference.
At the Upper New York Annual Conference in 2019, I was honored to
be the first Lay Delegate elected to Jurisdictional Conference. By the
time you read this, I will be on my way to Maryland for our
Jurisdictional Conference to be held the first week of November
2022.
Due to the postponements and life circumstances, there have been
two Lay Delegates who have had to resign from their position to
General Conference. This has moved me up to First Reserve delegate
to General Conference.
All of this being said, I know there is some anxiety and questions
regarding the future of our denomination. Please hear this! At this
point, the rules of our church remain the same. At this point, our
main focus continues to be spreading the love of Christ to all
around us. Our main mission remains to “Make Disciples for Jesus
Christ for the Transformation of the World!”
Though some churches are opting to leave the UMC, it is not
something that churches, clergy, or laity need to decide on at this
moment. We do not know what will happen at General Conference
in 2024. Until General Conference takes place, our main focus should
be to continue to reach out to those God is calling us to reach.
May the peace of our Lord and Savior fill your hearts and minds as
we move into the future.

Linda Barczykowski
CLM, Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministry and Faithful
Delegate of the Upper New York Conference
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CHURCH GROUPS
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CHILDREN & YOUTH
Just like that, it’s November already; the
weather is getting colder, and the seasons
have changed. We have had a great few
months kicking off our children and youth
ministries, and we look forward to the
upcoming holiday season.
In all of our programs, we have been
reading and learning through Bible stories, memorizing scripture,
working on mission projects, getting to know each other in small
groups, making new friends, and growing in our relationship with
Jesus each day that we are together.
Many wonderful things are planned for our children and youth this
holiday season, and we hope you join us on this exciting journey!
God bless,

Adrienne Demmin
For more info or to join one of our children & youth ministries
programs, contact AdrienneDemmin@pcumc.org or 716-625-8306.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH (CONTINUED)

MISSIONS
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MISSIONS (CONTINUED)
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MISSIONS (CONTINUED)
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FINANCES & FUNDRAISING
Our faith in God reminds us that He is with us and will continue to
guide us. As Christians, we consider it part of our discipleship to give
an offering to God through the church. We know that we can’t be
the strong church we have been without your help, and we truly
depend upon your generosity. Since our offerings continue to be
much lower than expected, we ask for your help as we proceed with
the ministry ahead of us. We know this is still your church, and we
are still strong as a family of faith! Your support is sincerely
appreciated during these challenging times as we continue to reach
out to people everywhere in the name of Jesus Christ. Our faith in
God reminds us that He is with us and will continue to guide us.
Electronic Giving - A Simple, Generous Choice: Would you find it
helpful to have your offerings debited directly from your checking
account as you probably do with other obligations? PCUMC offers
electronic giving for those of you who wish to have contributions
transferred electronically to the church’s account. If you have plans
to travel, electronic giving gives you a convenient way to keep up
with your intended offerings. Please contact the church office
(theoffice@pcumc.org; phone 716-625-8306) for details. In addition,
online giving is always available through our church website
(pendletonchurch.org), and you can opt to have your offering come
from your credit card or debit card.

Financial Highlights:
September YTD Actual Income:

$425,063

September YTD Budgeted Income:

$465,909

September YTD Actual Expenses:

$461,951

September YTD Budgeted Expenses:

$491,981

September YTD income is $36,888 below expenses: This
comparison is our main concern. Simply put, we need more
income from offerings to support our expenses. While our actual
expenses are below projected budgeted expenses, you can see
that our actual income from offerings is well below what we
need to support expenses. This month we “closed the gap” by
$197, which is a start. We still have a long way to go, but we can
do it! Nothing is impossible with God!

Thank you for all the support you give to God’s work at Pendleton
Center Church. We need to work hard to provide all the support our
dynamic ministries need, and your continued help will make our
ministry a powerful witness to Christ.

Your Finance Team
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY

1 - Lucas Ward
8 - Bill Becker
2 - Yvonne Bova
Marsha Buehlman
Sherryl Dugas
Melanie Ubiles
Julian Goodrich
9 - Ryan Holmer
Judy Habschied
Daniel Rodriguez
John Rettig
Klara Say
Bob Zanke
10 - Mailynn Dick
3 - Norm Kimberle
Jonathan Kinmartin
Alexis Nadeau
11 - Gary Duchscherer
4 - Kathy Dick
Lori Gondek
Evan Terry
12 - Hannah Eisenhardt
5 - Kirk Andrusz
Lisa Sendker
6 - James Askey
Judy Simpson
Sung Kim-Kubiak
Lindsay Szukala
7 - Sara Krystaf
13 - Don Jackman
Dick Stern

1 - Norm & Joanne Haniszewski ‘69
3 - Kirk & Sue Andrusz ‘84
4 - Alan & Mary Pogel ‘89
5 - Thomas & Janet Gertz ‘60
Terry & Cindy Jackson ‘88
6 - Bob & Dorothy Glosser ‘76
David & Michelle Hocking ‘94
7 - Chris & Debbie King ‘87
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14 - Amy Hothow
Kelsey Loyd
Melissa Rada
15 - Molly Heinemann
Ashley Rosati
Vickie Spencer
16 - Holly Coty
Cameron Kneeppel
Lynn Valentine
17 - Margaret Valentine
18 - Hunter Bullock
Jay Margarucci
20 - Joseph Anastasi
Connor Jackman
21 - Michael Korzak
Bonnie Loring

23 - Chris King
Terri Krystofik
24 - Bill Fisher
25 - Debbie Rettig
Colleen Walter
26 - Carol Dombrowski
Jacob Kinmartin
Amy Volpe
28 - TJ Fritz
Sherry Soos
30 - Paige Bull

9 - Joe & Jill Naylor ‘19
14 - Ed & Judy Simpson ‘64
16 - Tom & Nancy Riexinger ‘57
20 - Peter & Sue Wasiewicz ‘82
21 - Joe & Michele Margarucci ‘92
25 - Holly & Wayne Coty ‘72
Chris & Terri Krystofik ‘89
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Worship at PCUMC
Saturday at 5:00 PM & Sunday at 9:00 & 11:00 AM
Jr. Church offered Sundays for 3 years - 6th grade
Live streamed Sunday at 9:00 AM - pendletonchurch.org

Angel Wing’s Shoebox Packing Party
Saturday, November 12, 12:00-3:00 PM

Pastor Cathy’s Retirement Celebration
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Saturday, November 12, 6:00 PM

The Gathering Service
Sunday, November 20 at 6:30 PM

Shoebox Sunday
Sunday, November 20

Instagram
@pendletonchurch
Facebook
pendletoncenterumc

Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, November 27, 4:30 PM

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
6864 CAMPBELL BOULEVARD
NORTH TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 14120
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